
1 

	
  

THIS IS AN HARD SAYING; 
WHO CAN HEAR IT? 

John 6:46-63 
46 Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he which is of God, he hath seen the Father. 47 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life. 48 I am that bread of 
life. 49 Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 50 This is the bread which 
cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. 51 I am the living bread 
which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread 
that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. 52 The Jews therefore 
strove among themselves, saying, How can this man give us his flesh to eat? 53 Then Jesus said 
unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his 
blood, ye have no life in you. 54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal 
life; and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeed. 56 He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. 57 As 
the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by 
me. 58 This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and 
are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever. 59 These things said he in the synagogue, 
as he taught in Capernaum. 60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, 
This is an hard saying; who can hear it? 61 When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples 
murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you? 62 What and if ye shall see the Son of 
man ascend up where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth 
nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV) 
 
John 6:64-71 
64 But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were 
that believed not, and who should betray him. 65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no 
man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father. 66 From that time many of 
his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. 67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will 
ye also go away? 68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the 
words of eternal life. 69 And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the 
living God. 70 Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil? 71 
He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it was that should betray him, being one of 
the twelve. (KJV) 

THE LESSON 
John 6:60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an (1)hard 
saying; who can (2)hear it? (KJV) 
 
Definitions: (1)hard saying-4642  skleros (sklay-ros'); from the base of 4628; dry, i.e. hard or 
tough (figuratively, harsh, severe): KJV-- fierce, hard, rough, stiff,  used of men: metaphorically, 
harsh, stern, hard, used of things: violent, rough, offensive, intolerable….(2)hear it-191  akouo-
to hear: to attend to, to consider what is or has been said, to understand, to perceive the sense of 
what is said, to give ear to a teaching or a teacher, to comprehend, to understand 
 

John 6:60 ... many of his disciples…Ref. Scriptures: 
John 6:66-67 
66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. 67 Then said  
Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? (KJV) 
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John 8:28-32 
28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I 
am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. 29 
And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things 
that please him. 30 As he spake these words, many believed on him. 31 Then said Jesus to those 
Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And 
ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. (KJV) 
 
John 10:1-16 
1 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth 
up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 2 But he that entereth in by the door is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth 
his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he 
goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. 5 And a stranger will they 
not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. 6 This parable spake 
Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they were which he spake unto them. 7 
Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All 
that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. 9 I am the 
door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 10 
The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have 
life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep. 12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the 
sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth 
them, and scattereth the sheep. 13 The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not 
for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 15 As the 
Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And 
other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my 
voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. (KJV) 
 
John 14:12-26 
12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; 
and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 13 And whatsoever ye 
shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If ye shall ask 
any thing in my name, I will do it. 15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 16 And I will pray 
the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17 
Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither 
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 18 I will not leave 
you comfortless: I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but 
ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. 20 At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, 
and ye in me, and I in you. 21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will 
manifest myself to him. 22 Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt 
manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? 23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man 
love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him. 24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which 
ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me. 25 These things have I spoken unto you, 
being yet present with you. 26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
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send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you. (KJV) 
 

John 6:60 ... when they had heard this, said…Ref. Scriptures: 
Matt 11:1-20 
1 And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of commanding his twelve disciples, he 
departed thence to teach and to preach in their cities. 2 Now when John had heard in the prison 
the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, 3 And said unto him, Art thou he that should 
come, or do we look for another? 4 Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again 
those things which ye do hear and see: 5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel 
preached to them. 6 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not (1)be offended in me.7 And as they 
departed, Jesus began to say unto the multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into the 
wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the wind? 8 But what went ye out for to see? A man 
clothed in soft raiment? behold, they that wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. 9 But what 
went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto you, and more than a prophet. 10 For this is 
he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy 
way before thee. 11 Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not 
risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he. 12 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven 
suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied 
until John. 14 And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come. 15 He that hath ears 
to hear, let him hear. 16 But whereunto shall I liken this generation? It is like unto children 
sitting in the markets, and calling unto their fellows, 17 And saying, We have piped unto you, 
and ye have not danced; we have mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented. 18 For John 
came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He hath a devil. 19 The Son of man came eating 
and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and 
sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children. 20 Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein 
most of his mighty works were done, because they repented not: (KJV) 
 
Definition: (1)be offended in me-4624  skandalizo ("scandalize")-2) to be offended in one, that 
is, to see in another what I disapprove of and what hinders me from acknowledging his authority 
3) to be displeased, indignant 
 
Matt 24:1-13 
1 And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew 
him the buildings of the temple. 2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I 
say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 
3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, 
when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 
world? 4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 5 For 
many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 6 And ye shall hear 
of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, 
but the end is not yet. 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and 
there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 8 All these are the 
beginning of sorrows. 9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye 
shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. 10 And then shall many be offended, and shall 



4 

	
  

betray one another, and shall hate one another. 11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall 
deceive many. 12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 13 But he 
that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. (KJV) 
 
Mark 6:1-6 
1 And he went out from thence, and came into his own country; and his disciples follow him. 2 
And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the synagogue: and many hearing him 
were astonished, saying, From whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is this 
which is given unto him, that even such mighty works are wrought by his hands? 3 Is not this the 
carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not 
his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him. 4 But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is 
not without honour, but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house. 5 And 
he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed 
them. 6 And he marvelled because of their unbelief. And he went round about the villages, 
teaching. (KJV) 
 
Mark 10:23-27 
23 And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have 
riches enter into the kingdom of God! 24 And the disciples (1)were astonished at his words. But 
Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches 
to enter into the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 26 And they were astonished out of 
measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be saved? 27 And Jesus looking upon them 
saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible. (KJV) 
 
Definition: (1)were astonished-2284  thambeo (tham-beh'-o);from 2285; to stupefy (with 
surprise), i.e. astound: KJV-- to be astonished, to astonish, to terrify, to be amazed, to be 
frightened.	
   
 
Luke 9:57-62 
57 And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will 
follow thee whithersoever thou goest. 58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds 
of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.  59 And he said unto 
another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. 60 Jesus said 
unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God. 61 And 
another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at 
home at my house. 62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God… Luke 17:32 Remember Lot's wife. (KJV)	
   
 
John 3:1-12 
1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 2 The same came to 
Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no 
man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. 3 Jesus answered and said 
unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God. 4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the 
second time into his mother's womb, and be born? 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 
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That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not 
that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit. 9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things 
be? 10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these 
things? 11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have 
seen; and ye receive not our witness. 12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how 
shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things? (KJV) 
 
John 6:41-42 
41 The Jews then murmured at him, because he said, I am the bread which came down from 
heaven. 42 And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we 
know? how is it then that he saith, I came down from heaven? (KJV) 
 
John 7:32-39 
32 The Pharisees heard that the people murmured such things concerning him; and the Pharisees 
and the chief priests sent officers to take him. 33 Then said Jesus unto them, Yet a little while am 
I with you, and then I go unto him that sent me. 34 Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and 
where I am, thither ye cannot come. 35 Then said the Jews among themselves, Whither will he 
go, that we shall not find him? will he go unto the dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach the 
Gentiles? 36 What manner of saying is this that he said, Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: 
and where I am, thither ye cannot come? 37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus 
stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 38 He that believeth 
on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 39 (But this 
spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not 
yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) (KJV) 
 
John 8:42-47  
42 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and  
came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. 43 Why do ye not understand my 
speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. 44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts 
of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, 
and the father of it. 45 And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. 46 Which of you 
convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me? 47 He that is of God 
heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God. (KJV) 
 
Acts 17:16-21 
16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city 
wholly given to idolatry. 17 Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the 
devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met with him. 18 Then certain 
(1)philosophers of the (2)Epicureans, and of the (3)Stoicks, encountered him. And some said, 
What will this babbler say? other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because 
he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection. 19 And they took him, and brought him unto 
(4)Areopagus, saying, May we know what this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is? 20 For 
thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: we would know therefore what these things 
mean. 21 (For all the Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else,  
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but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.) (KJV) 
 
Definitions: (1)philosophers-5386  philosophos-a philosopher, one given to the pursuit of 
wisdom or learning, in a narrower sense, one who investigates and discusses the cause of things 
and the highest good….(2)Epicureans-1946  Epikoureios-Epicurean = "a helper: defender" 
belonging to the sect of Epicurius, the philosopher….(3)Stoicks-4770  Stoikos-Stoics = "(as 
occupying a particular porch in Athens)"; pertaining to the Stoic philosophy, the author of which, 
Zeno of Citium, taught at Athens….(4)Areopagus-697  Areios Pagos (ar'-i-os pag'-os);from 
Ares (the name of the Greek deity of war) and a derivative of 4078; rock of Ares, a place in 
Athens: KJV-- Areopagus, Mars' Hill. 
 
Heb 5:7-14 
7 Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong 
crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; 
8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; 9 And being 
made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; 10 Called of 
God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec. 11 Of whom we have many things to say, and 
hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. 12 For when for the time ye ought to be 
teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of 
God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 13 For every one that 
useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 14 But strong meat 
belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil. (KJV) 
 
2 Pet 3:15-18 
15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul 
also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; 16 As also in all his epistles, 
speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they 
that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own 
destruction. 17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, 
being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 18 But grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and 
for ever. Amen. (KJV) 
 
1 Cor 2:10-16 
10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 
deep things of God. 11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which 
is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have 
received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things 
that are freely given to us of God. 13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 
14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto 
him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 But he that is spiritual 
judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. 16 For who hath known the mind of the 
Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. (KJV) 
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1 Cor 3:1-5 
1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto  
babes in Christ. 2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to 
bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you 
envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 4 For while one saith, I 
am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? 5 Who then is Paul, and who is 
Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? (KJV) 
 
1 Cor 15:49-51 
49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth 
corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, (KJV) 
 
 
 


